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ach year as I sit down to write the annual family 
newsletter I promise myself that the next year will 
be different.  I won’t wait until the last minute but 

instead I’ll finish earlier so that I can relax and enjoy the 
holiday season.  When the following year arrives I realize 
that I am even farther behind than the previous year. 
While the remainder of the family is frantically putting the 
final touches on our holiday plans I thought it would be 
the perfect time to sit down and review the year that was 
2010. I invite you to sit back and relax and follow along as 
we recount the adventures we had this past year. 

January 

The year began with Whitney celebrating her sweet sixteen 
birthday.  Mallorie and James arrived from Oregon just in 
time for the party.  It’s hard to believe she is now old 
enough to date.  There is a debate of who is more worried 
about that, - Jeff or Whitney knowing she is going to have 
to bring boys home to meet her parents.   

Jeff had a writing assignment to cover the Arizona 
Cardinals and went to the game with his brother Rod. This 
was Jeff’s first NFL game. It was fun but he still loves 
baseball best. 

Dakota began another season of soccer playing for the 
AYSO Gold U14 team.  He is playing midfield and doing 
very well.  Tiffany began her college track career triple 
jumping and high jumping for Mesa Community College.  
She started her season well qualifying for indoor National 
Championships in just her third meet. 

February 

February was a very busy month.  James is living across the 
street in a spare bedroom with Ruthie. She was recently 
widowed so this is a wonderful opportunity for her to have 
some company.  The wedding plans are beginning earnest 
with activities what seems like every night.  Fortunately for 

Jeff and Dakota there is plenty of soccer games to keep 
them out of Trina and Mallorie’s way.  Dakota played in 
the Crossroads Cup where their team took fourth place.  
Tiffany continued to compete in track and soon became 
the number one high jumper in this region.  The end of 
the month was the annual Arizona Diamondbacks 
FanFest.  Jeff took Whitney, Mallorie, and James.  For 
extra credit in math she had pictures taken with the 
coaches and players holding her Calculus book.   The 
assignment was to have a picture taken with someone 
famous. No one expected Whitney to return with pictures 
including Diamondbacks players, coaches, the General 
Manager, and the owner of the team. 

March 

As March arrived so did Lily Paige Combs, the first child 
for Ashley and Eli.  Trina immediately began making travel 
plans to visit her first grandchild.  Jeff and the kids would 
soon see Lily too when the family made a trip to Utah for 
Spring Break.  Only Lily could get Jeff to go back into the 
snow for a vacation. 

March was also National Indoor Track Championships in 
Illinois.  Tiffany competed in the high jump taking seventh 
place; quite an accomplishment for her first semester 
competing.  After indoor season, Tiffany began running 
outdoor track and qualified for outdoor Nationals almost 
immediately in the high jump.  Dakota’s soccer team 
played in the AYSA State Tournament and won the U13 
division.  This was the first time in the history of the state 
that an AYSO team won state. Dakota had a very good 
tournament with several assists.  The month ended with 
Jeff going to Tucson for the Diamondbacks final Spring 
Training game in Tucson.  The team will move to 
Scottsdale for Spring Training beginning in 2011. 
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April 

This was a month everyone was anticipating.  Jeff was 
excited because April meant Opening Day and the 
beginning of baseball.  Tiffany shared his excitement as 
she was hired as a lifeguard at Chase Field.  Jeff is very 
jealous that she gets to sit in the pool at Chase and get paid 
to watch swimmers and the baseball game (hopefully in 
that order). 

Mallorie was excited for April as she and James were 
married in the Mesa Temple on April 15 (the 
Diamondbacks were away, Jeff made sure of this before 
agreeing to the date).  It was a wonderful ceremony and 
everyone is excited to have James be part of the family.  
After the wedding Dakota had a soccer tournament in 
Prescott.  Ashley, Eli, Lily, and Kaye Lynn all came to the 
tournament to watch him play.  It was a nice ending to the 
wedding weekend.  As the month ended Jeff was invited to 
the Chase Field press box to cover the Diamondbacks as 
part of the working press.  He sat alongside representatives 
from the newspaper, MLB Network, and USA Today. It 
was quite an experience that he won’t forget. 

May 

May was very busy.  Dakota was now finished with soccer 
but after a two-week hiatus was back at it attending try-
outs for next season.  He was once again selected for the 
elite AYSO Gold U14 team and will be looked upon to 
bring leadership to the midfield.  Tiffany continued the 
track season taking regionals in the High Jump and 
qualifying for the Triple Jump leading up to the outdoor 
Nationals.  She would fly to Kansas to compete at the end 
of the month. She finished eighth in the high jump but was 
only two inches away from being high on the podium.  
Several coaches asked about her and were shocked to learn 
she was in just her first semester of eligibility.  She will be 
highly recruited next year. 

School let out for the summer and a day later Trina and 
Whitney went to Girls Camp.  Trina is once again in 
charge of the craft cabin and enjoyed herself at camp.  
Whitney enjoys having her mother there and they always 
talk about the fun they have there. 

June 

As Whitney returned from Girls Camp she began summer 
school.  She is taking PE during the summer to allow her 
to fit more classes in during the year.  In just the third day 
of class she had an accident and fell spraining both of her 
wrists.  She felt pretty depressed until Jeff brightened her 
spirits by referring to her splints as her “puppy paws”.  She 
also gained the sympathy of the Diamondbacks players as 
they gave her autographed baseballs because of her injured 
hands.  She became good friends with pitcher Ian 
Kennedy who was especially nice to her. 

The family went to Idaho for a brief vacation attending the 
Watterson Family Reunion at Heise.  It was an eventful 
weekend that concluded with Dakota’s near arrest for 
driving a four-wheeler without a helmet when he took 
Trina for a ride.  The vacation ended with the family 
spending the night in the AT&T parking lot in Idaho Falls 
camping out for the new iPhone 4.  It was insane but a lot 
of fun. 

July 

The family returned from Idaho just in time to pack up 
Dakota and send him off to scout camp.  This is the 
second year of scout camp for him and he loved it.  He 
especially liked the canoeing and rifle shooting.  By the 
time he returned he had earned the merit badges necessary 
for his Star and is now working on Life. 

At the Diamondbacks games the team introduced the 
racing mascots, an in-game entertainment where four 
foam-headed legends race around the stadium.  Jeff 
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created a web site called LetGraceWin.com to chronicle 
the race results rooting for Mark Grace.  The 
Diamondbacks came across Jeff’s web site and traffic went 
crazy.  He now receives nearly 50,000 visits per month to 
the web site for people to read about the races.  At the end 
of July Ashley, Eli, and Lily came to visit.  Jeff took Lily to 
her first Diamondbacks game and even stayed afterwards 
to a Wiggles concert something he hopes he will never 
have to endure again.  Oh what you will do for grandkids. 

August 

Trina returned back to work the first week in August.  It 
seemed as though she just got out for summer vacation 
and she is already back getting ready for a new year.  
Dakota begins his final year of middle school entering the 
eighth grade.  Whitney will be a junior at Corona del Sol 
High School and will be taking several college credit 
classes this year.  Tiffany too began school and with it she 
starts working out for the upcoming track season.  Her 
goal this year is to be national champion. Her coaches feel 
that is very much in the realm of possibility. 

Jeff had a rather interesting month as well.  He was called 
to a Maricopa Grand Jury and will have jury duty until the 
end of the year twice a week.  He was less than thrilled but 
seemed to always come home with interesting stories.  
Jeff’s LetGraceWin.com web site caught the interest of 
Fox Sports and he was invited to be part of the Fox Sports 
Arizona pre-game show with Mark Grace.  It was a lot of 
fun.  At the end of the month Jeff began having a few 
health issues arise and the month ended with doctors 
diagnosing him with a hole in his heart between chambers.  
This would be just the first of many medical adventures 
for him this year. 

September 

While Jeff was dealing with cardiologist and trying to 
understand whether to have anything done to correct this 

heart defect, Dakota had problems of his own.  During his 
first school soccer game he was kicked in the leg and 
looked as though he might have broken his leg.  It ended 
up as a severe bone bruise that put him on crutches and 
out of the lineup for both his school and AYSO team for 
nearly the entire month. 

Things weren’t completely bleak though.  Trina, Tiffany, 
and Mallorie travelled to Idaho to attend the wedding of 
her friend Carrie.  Tiffany ended up being the 
photographer for much of the event and took some very 
good pictures.  Clearly Tiffany has a lot of talent when it 
comes to photography. 

October 

After being cleared to play soccer from his leg injury 
Dakota began league play in the AYSA U14 division.  His 
team has been moved up a division meaning they are 
playing some of the best teams in Arizona.  Going into the 
season they were ranked 14th in Arizona.  His stamina is 
still not there from the injury so he sees limited time on 
the field for the first two games but ends the month 
returning to form. 

During routine tests, Jeff’s doctors uncover several 
anomalies that need additional work.  For the first time the 
word “cancer” is raised.  It’s interesting how your outlook 
changes when that word enters the conversation.  For 
most of the month Jeff undergoes several tests and 
procedures as they try to rule out stomach cancer.  
Everyone is trying to be as positive as possible.   

November 

Dakota seems to be in some kind of contest with Jeff to 
see who can visit the most doctors.  Jeff had an early lead 
but Dakota is beginning to catch up when he breaks his 
finger at school.  He now has a splint on his little finger.  
This has an adverse affect on his soccer playing.  Each 
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referee has the ability to disallow him from playing a 
specific match if they view the splint as dangerous.  Much 
of this month he plays soccer with his arm wrapped in 
bubble wrap. It’s been funny watching the looks on the 
opponent’s faces as he comes out wrapped in bubbles. 

Trina’s sister KayeLynn and her husband Mike visit from 
Valparaiso.  It is always great having them visit.  This is 
their second visit this year.  Jeff and Trina definitely need 
to make a trip to Indiana to visit them.  Trina thinks Jeff is 
just looking for an excuse to go to a Cubs game at Wrigley 
Field.  She may be right. 

December 

The final month of the year began with Jeff going in for 
surgery.  The doctors are continuing to look at his stomach 
but also found his gallbladder was seriously inflamed and 
need to be removed.  Since Jeff had no idea what a 
gallbladder even was he figured he probably didn’t need it 
anyways.  Besides, surgery got him out of Christmas 
decorating and shopping.  The doctors are now thinking 
the nodules they have tested so far are not cancerous.  
This is good news but Jeff will have further tests and 
another procedure in January. Dakota finally had his finger 
brace removed just before Christmas but the doctors 
called the next day saying it is not healing properly and he 
will need to see an orthopedic surgeon after Christmas.  
Looks as though Jeff and Dakota will continue their 
contest to see who has the most extensive medical history. 

The family is now preparing for Christmas.  Trina is 
especially frantic.  Ashley and Lily are flying in from Utah 
on Christmas night to spend Trina’s 50th birthday with her 
two days later.  This means the house is being prepared for 
the newly mobile Lily who is now crawling everywhere. 

 

As you can see we have had a rather busy year for 2010.  
Despite the trials and struggles we have had this year we 

are grateful for all that we have been given.  Each of the 
roadblocks we have faced has allow us to gain strength and 
acknowledge the Lord’s hand in everything.  It has given 
us a new appreciation of how precious each moment is 
and how it should be cherished with those you love.   

We are grateful to everyone who was a part of our lives 
this past year.  Through each person we have gathered 
memories we shall never forget.  It is our hope and desire 
that we will be able to reconnect with each of you in the 
upcoming year and create new memories that will be 
cherished by all.  May you and your family be blessed with 
joy and happiness not only during this holiday season but 
throughout the coming year.  If you have a moment please 
let us know how you are doing, we would love to hear 
from you. 

Jeff, Trina 
Tiffany, Whitney & Dakota 


